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Introduction

All praises are due 1o Allah, and may Allih’s Mercy and Safety be
upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family and Companion:s.

Purity (T'aharah) i1s a beauuful word that 1s pleasing to the carss,
and 1t 1s a qualty which everyone strives to maintain. From an
Islamic perspecuve, purity is a word which 1s general in its mean-
ing. It may mean physical cleanness, which is punty (of the body)
from impure substances or states of impunty, or it may mean
spintual purity, which is the punty of one’s self from vices, faults,
sins, and replacing them wath good deeds, whether in speech or
deeds. This comprehensive meaning of purity s indicated in the
words of Prophet Muhammad, (t)l as reported by Abu Hurairah,

(.;:..,);:

‘“What do you think? If there was a river at the door of
onc of you in which he bathes five times a day, would
there be any filth left on him?” They answered, “There
would be no filth left.” The Prophet (%) said, “That is
like the five Prayers, through them Allih wipes away
sins.” (al-Bukhan)

Also, the Prayer (Salat) 1s not accepted except if one is in a state
of purity. This state if punty 1s achieved cither through perform-
ing ablution (wudoo’), as mn the case of minor impurity, or a bath
(ghusl), as in the case of major impunty. The Prophet ($) said:

' This symbol means: “May Allah have mercy upon Him keep hum safe from
all harm. "

* This symbaol means: *May Allah be pleased with um ”
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“No Prayer is accepted without purification, and no char-
ity is acccpted from earnings made from impermissible
sources.” (Mushm)

If a Mushm punfies himself i accordance with Allah’s com-
mandments and the Prophet’s mstrucuons, his Prayver will be a
means for him 1o punfy himsclf of sins. Islam 15 a rebgion of
both outward and mward punity. Allah’'s Messenger (3) severely
warned those who neglect physical purity which 15 a prerequisite
for the validity of certan acts of worship, like Praver, circum-
ambulavon (Tawaf) of the Ka'bah, touching or holding the
Qur'an, and its hikes. Thn *Abbas (&) smd: “The Messenger of

Allah passed by two graves and sad:

“Indced they are being punished, but for something
which scemed trivial to them: this onc used not to guard
himself from urine; whereas the other was usced to tale
bearing.” He requested a green leaf of a palm branch,
split it into two halves, and put a half on cach grave. He
then said, “Hopefully their punishment will be lightened
until they (the branches) become dry.” (al-Bukhan)

The Messenger (%) used to recite the tollowing supplicauon
which indicates his love of punficauon:

“Allihumma lak al-hamdu mil as-samawati wa mil al-
ardi wa mil’'a maa shi'ta min shay'in ba'd. Allahumma
tahhirni  bith-thalji  wal-baradi wal-ma  il-barid.
Allihumma tahhimi min adh-dhunoobi wa naqqini
minhi kami yunaqq-ath-thawb ul-abyadu min al-
wasikh.”

“0O Allah! Praise be to You as much as that which fills the

heavens and the carth and as much as You will. O Allah!
-



Purify me with snow, hail and cold water. O Allah! Purify

and cleanse me of sins as a white dress is cleansed of
filth.” (Ahmad)

['he 1eachings of Islam encourage and command cleanliness. Jabir

narrated:

“Once the Messenger of Allih (%) came to us and saw a
man with shaggy hair. He said, ‘Couldn’t he find
somcthing to tidy his hair up?’ Then he saw another man
with dirty clothes and said, ‘Couldn’t this man find
anything with which to clean his dress?’ ” (Ahmad)

Purity in the Islamic perspective is a comprehensive term, and
what demonstrates this fact 1s that the word taharah 1s mentioned
i the Qur’an in many occasions, but with various connotauons:

1. Purity from sins. Allah () says in this regard:

“Take alms from their wealth in order to purify them

and sanctify them with it.”
[Surah at-Tawbah(9):103]

Ibn ‘Abbas () said:

“The Prophet (35) prescribed Zakaat-ul-Fitr' as a purifi-
cation of the fasting person (rom cmpty and obscenc talk
and as food for the poor. Whoever pays it before the ‘Eid
Prayer, it will be accepted as Zakaat, but if anyone pays it
after the Prayer, it will be counted only as charity (Sa-
daqah) like any other charity.” (Abu Dawud)

v Zakaat-ul-Fite A chanty given at the end of Ramadaan 1n the form of food,
obligatory upon every Mushm



2. Purity from idols. Allah (3£) says in this regard:

“..purify My Housc (the Ka’bah at Makkah) for those

who are circumambulating it, or staying (I’tikal), or

bowing or prostrating themsclves (there, in prayer).”
[Surah al-Bagarah (2):125)

3. Purity in the sense of glorification and vencration:

“Those who disbelicve from among the people of the
Scripturc  (Jews and Christians) and among the
mushrikun, were not going to leave (their disbelicf)
until there came to them clear cvidence. * A
Mcssenger (Muhammad i) from Allah, reciting (the
Qur’an) purified pages.”

[Surah al-Bayvvinah (98):1-2]

4. Purity also mcans what is lawful:

“Their garments will be of finc green silk, and gold

embroidery. They will be adomed with bracelets of

silver, and their Lord will give them a pure drink.”
[Surah al-Insan(76):21]

S. Purity of the heart from things which cause suspicion:

“And when you ask (the Prophet’s % wives) for
anything you want, ask them from bchind a screen,

that is purer for your hearts and for their hearts.”
[Surah al-Ahzab (33):53]



6. Purity from illicit sexual relations:

“And (rcmember) when the angels said: “O Maryam
(Mary)! Verily, Allah has chosen you, purified you, and
chosen you above the womcen of the ‘Alameen
(mankind and jinns) (of her lifetime).”

[Surah Ali-‘Imran: (3)43)

7. Purity which mcans clevation of status:

“And stay in your houses, and do not display
voursclves like that of the times of ignorance, and
cstablish the prayer (Salat), and give Zakat and obey
Allih and His Messcenger. Allah wishes only to remove
Rijs (cvil deeds and sins, etc.) from you, O members
of the family (of the Prophet), and to purify you with a

thorough purification.”
[Surah al- Ahzab (33):33]

8. Purity from abominable things and filth:

“And as for those who believe and do good works, We
shall make them enter Gardens underneath which
rivers flow, they will abide therein for ever; there for
them are putified mates (wives), and We shall admit

them to shades wide and ever deepening.”
[Surah an-Nisa“ (4):57)

9. Purity from states of impurity:



“O you who belicve! When you rise up for Prayer,
wash your faces, and your hands up to the elbows, and
wipe your heads (with wet hands), and (wash) your
fcet up to the ankles. And if you are in a state of major
ritual impurity (janibah),’ purify yoursclves (by taking
a bath). And if you are sick or on a journey, or one of
you comes from the answering of call of nature, or you
have had contact (sexual intercourse) with women,
and vou find no water, then go to clean carth and wipe
vour faces and hands with it. Allah does not want to
place you in difficulty, but He wants to purify you and
to perfect His grace upon you that you may give
thanks.”

[Surah al-Ma idah (5):0]



The Unique Qualities of Purification

¢ Purification is equal to half of the faith: The Prophet of
Allah (%) said in this regard:

“Cleanliness is equal to half the faith, and saying: ‘Praise
be to Allih (i.e. Al-hamdu-lillah)’ fills the scale of good
deeds [on the Day of Judgment]. The utterance of ‘Sub-
hin-Allah® (Glorified is Allah!) and ‘Al-hamdu-lillah’
(Praise be to Allah!) fill the space between the heavens
and the carth (with blessings). The Salit (Praver) is a
guide [to goodness], giving charity is a proof (of one’s
faith), patience is light [through which he continues to be
guided], and the Qur’an is a plea, cither in your favor or
against you [as the casec may be]. Evervone begins his
morning striving with his soul, either he sells it [to Allah
by obeying Him] and frees it [from the Fire], or destroys
it [by sclling it to the Shaytaan or his desires by obeying
them}.”(Mushm)

¢ Purification is onc of the ways onc can plcase Allah and
carn His love. Allih (3€) sad:

“Indeed Alldh loves those who continually seck
repentance and those who purify themselves.”
{Surah al-Bagarah (2):222

Abu lHururah () reported the Prophet (38) as saving:

“The following verse was revealed concerning the people
of Qiba’:



“Wherein are men who love to purify themselves. And
Allih loves those who purify themselves.’
|Surab at-"Tawbah (9):108)

They uscd to cleanse themselves with water (after answer-
ing the call of nature), so this verse was revealed in their re-
gards.” (at-Tirmudhy)

¢ To preserve and guard purification, [by always striving to
be in a state of purity by performing ablution,] is one of the
qualities of believers, for 1t 1s a 1ype of worship scen only by
Allah. The Prophet (¥) smd:

“Always be upright, though you will not be able to per-
fectly, and know that the Prayer is the best of your deeds.
Only a believer guards and preserves his wudoo® (ablu-
tion).” (Ibn Maajah)

¢ Maintaining purification is an act that leads to acceptance
of supplication. ‘Amr bin ‘Abasah () narrated that the Prophet
(%) said,

“No Muslim who sleeps in a state of purification (having
performed ablution) and then after awakening during
night, mentions Allih and asks Him anything of the
good of this life and the Herealter, except that Alldh
gives him what he asked for.” (Ahmad)



¢ Purification elevates one’s rank and status. Abu Hurairah
(%) narrated that the Prophet (%) said to Bilal at the time of the
Iair (Dawn) Praver:

“O Bilal, Tell me the most promising deed you have
donc in Islim, for I hecard the sound of your footsteps in
Paradisc.” Bilal answered: “I haven’t done an act more
hopeful to me than this: I have never performed ablution
during the day or night except that [after it] I performed
what I could of voluntary Prayers.” (al-Bukhan)

¢ Purification is a remittance of one’s sins. The Prophet (%)
sad:

“If any Muslim performs the ablution, humility and bow-
ing cxcellently at the time of a prescribed Prayer, it will
be an expiation for all his past [lesser] sins, as long as he
has not committed a major sin, and this applics to all
times.” (Muslim)

¢ Purification is an act by which Allih forgives sins and ele-
vates ranks. The Prophet (%) said:

“Shall I tcll you something by which Allih wipes away
sins and clevates a person’s rank?” They replied: “Yes, O
Mcssenger of Allah.” He said, “Performing wudoo’ thor-
oughly despite difficulties’, much walking’ towards the
masjid, and waiting for the next Prayer alter observing

* lracing harshup in perfornung wudoo', such as cold weather and water, etc.
 Whether due to walking a long distance, or walking 1o the maspd frequently.
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one. That is (like) ribaat (guarding in the night in the
causc of Allah).” (Mushm)

Also, the Messenger of Allah (38) said:

“When a slave performs wudoo™ and rinses his mouth,
the [lesser] sins [of his mouth ] will be removed from his
mouth; when he rinses his nose, the sins [of his nose] will
be removed from his nose; when he washes his face, the
sins [of his face] will be removed from his face, cven un-
derncath his eyelids; when he washes his hands, the sins
[of his hands] will be removed from his hands, even un-
derncath his nails; when he wipes his head [and cars),
the sins [of his head] will be removed from his head, cven
from his cars; and when he washes his feet, the sins [of
his fcet] will be removed from his feet, even underneath
his toe nails. Then his walking towards the masjid and
his prayer will remove more sins.” (Mustadrak al-Hakim)

¢ Purification is onc of the qualities of the truec nature
(fitrah)" of humans. The Prophet (38) said:

“Ten acts are {rom the true nature, namely: clipping the
moustache, leaving the beard to grow, brushing the
tecth, rinsing the nose with water, clipping the nails,
washing all the finger joints, removing the hair of the
armpits, shaving the pubic hair, and cleaning the private
parts with water (after call of nature) Mus‘ab |the narratos]
said: “I have forgotten the tenth, but it may have been rinsing
the mouth.” (Muslim)

- Those sins he commited wath 1s mouth, such as lying, cursng, etc.
¢ Fitrah: the true natre in which Allih created all humans.
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* Also from the qualities of ablution is what has been narrated
n a hadeeth of Abu Hurairah (42), that Allah’s Messenger (%)

once visited a graveyard and said:

“Pecace be upon you, the abode of the believing people,
and soon we as well, if Allah so wills, are about to join
vou. I love to scc my brothers.” They (his Companion)
said: “Arcn’t we your brothers, O Messenger of Allih?”
He said: “You are my Companions; our brothers are
those who have not yet come into the world.” They said:
“O Messenger of Allah, how would you recognize those
persons of your Ummah (nation) [on the Day of Judg-
mcent] who have not yet been born?” He replied: “Sup-
posc a man had horscs with white blazes on their fore-
heads and legs among other horses which were all black.
Tell me, would he not recognize his own horses?” They
said: “Certainly, O Messenger of Allah.” He said: “They
[those who have not come yet] will come with white
faces, arms and legs owing to ablution, and 1 will arrive
at the Cistern’ before them. Some people will be driven
away from my Cistern as a stray camel is driven away. |
will call out: ‘Come, come.” Then it will be said (to me):
‘These people changed [the religion by innovating new
things in it] after you,” and I will say: ‘Be off, be off.’ »
(Muslim)

Mamtaning purity and cleanliness 1s a major means of protecuon
from mfecuons. It 1s common knowledge that ‘prevenuon is bet-
ter than cure’. In previous times, 1t was said, “A |[penny] spent on
prevenuon s better than a [milion] spent on the cure.”

" The Cistern, or ‘Hawd’ in Arabic: the reservoir from which the Prophet
(%) will give his followens dank whiter than milk on the Day of Judgment,
after which they will never feel thirst again,

16



This book will deal only with punfication from physical impuri.
ties. | pray to Allah 1o make 1t solely for His Exalted Counte-
nance and to make 1t something from which all denive benefit,

Abdur-Rahman Al-Sheha

I’ O Box 595065,

Riyadh 11535

E-mail: ALSHEHA@ISLAMLAND ORG
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Purification from Physical Impurities

Wudoo™ (abluton) 1s a condwson for the validity of the Prayer,
whether 1t be an oblgatory Prayer or opuonal one. The Prophet
(%) sad:

“No Prayer is accepted without purification, and no
charity is accepted from carnings made from
impermissible sources.” (Mushm)

If one intends to perfonm wudoo’, 1t s obbguory that he always
cleanse his private parts from excrement or unine after he has re-
beved himself, whether wath water, with stones. or with both. If
he prefers to use one of the two, water 1s better because it cleans
more ¢ffecuvely and removes the impurity nself. Migdaad re-
ported in a hadeeth:

“He should wash his private part and make wudoo’.”
{Mushm)

One must be sure 10 keep humself clean from all forms of impun-
ties. 2\ stern warning has been issued 1o those who do not keep
themselves clean from unne. Ibn ‘Abbas (4) said: “The Messen-
ger of Allah passed by two graves and said:

“Indeed they are being punished, but for something
which seemed trivial to them: this one used not to guard
himself of unne; whereas the other was used to tale bear-
ing.” Then he requested a fresh green leaf of a palm
branch, split it into two halves, and put a half on each

10 It 1s allowed for a person 16 usc other objects other than stones, like toiler

paper. as will be explained later
19



grave. He then said, “Hopefully their punishment will be
lightened until they (the branches) become dry.” (al-
Bukhar)



Istinja’ and Istijmér

* Istinja’ 15 to cleanse onesclfl from excrement, unne, and all
other things which are excreted through the anus or urcthra by
the use of water.

¢ Istijmar 1s to cleanse oneself from excrement, unne, and all
other things which are excreted through the anus or urcthra by
the usc of stones or anything clse which serves the same pur-
pose, such as ussues, paper, and other sunilar things. At least
three pure stones must be used o clean and remove the impun-
tucs on the pavate parts. The Prophet (38) sad:

“If one goes to answer the call of nature, let him take
with him three stones for cleaning, and this will be
sufficient.” (an-Nasa'y)

* One must usec more than three stones |if there are sull some
impurities left] unul he sces that all the impuriues have been re-
moved and he has cleansed the arca. It s preferable 1o use an odd
number of stones, duc to the saying of the Prophet (3):

“If one of you uses stones to cleanse himself, then let him
use an odd number.” (Mushm)

¢ One must never use their right hand to clean their private

parts, since this has been forbidden in a hadeeth narrated by
Abd-ur-Rahman ibn Zaid (4) who reported:

2]



“It was said to Salman, ‘Your Prophet has taught you
everything, even how to defecate? He answered, Yes
Indeed. He forbade us from facing the Qiblah when
dcfecating or urinating, from using the right hand for
cleaning oursclves, from using less than three stones, and
from cleaning oursclves with dung or bones.” (Muslim)



What is Wudoo'?

Wudoo’ is the purification of speafic parts of the body - namely
the face, the two hands, the head and the two feet- by the use of
water. It 15 a condition for the validuy of both obligatory and vol-
Untary pravers.

Wudoo’ is a Prerequisite to the Following Acts:

¢ Any type of Prayer (Salat), whether obligatory or voluntary.
The Prophet (%) said:

“No Prayer is accepted without purification, and no
charity is accepted from earnings made from
impermissible sources.” (Mushm)

¢ Tawif (circumambulation) of the Ka’bah, as Prophet Mu-
hammmad (%) sad:

«Tawif of the House (the Ka’bah) is a Prayer, except that
Allih has made speech permissible in it. So if one of you

speaks in it, let him not speak anything except that
which is good.” (Sahech Ibn Hibban)



* Touching the Mushaf:'' Abu Bakr ibn Muhammad ibn ‘Amr

sand,

“The Prophet (3&) wrote a letter to the people of Yemen,
and from the things it read was: ‘Nobody should touch
the Qur'an unless he is pure.” ” (al-Bathaqi)

"* Mushaf: The book which contains the watten Qur’an, for the Qur'an s the
actual recitation of Allah's Revealed Words.
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A Description of a Complete Wudoo’

¢ The Intention (Nivyah). The niyyah is an acuon performed
by the heart and has nothing to do wath the tongue. It denotes
the desire to do somethmg, Thus, a person should intend 1o per-
form wudoo™ mn his heart and not with his tongue, for it has not
been reported of the Prophet (38) that he uttered his intention,
neither in wudoo | praver, nor anv other act of worship cxcept
for the Hay. Allah (3€) s the most knowledpeable of what a per-
son harbors in his heart.

The evidence that the mivvah s obligatory 1v the saving of the

Messenger (£):

“All decds depend on their intention, and cach person
will be rewarded according to what they intend. Whoever
makes Hijrah'" for Allih and His Messenger, then his
[reward will be that of onc who madc) Hijrah for Alldh
and His Mecssenger. But whoever made Hijrah for some
worldly rcason, or a woman who he desired to marry,

then [the reward of] his Hijrah is that thing for which he
made Hijrah.” (al-Bukhan)

¢ Uttering “Bismillaah” (1.c. with the name of Allah) before
beginning the wudoo’, due to the hadeeth narrated by Abu
lHurawrah (&), which states that the Prophet (#) said:

“There is no wudoo’ for the one who does not mention
the Name of Allah.” (ad-Daarimi)

12 Hijrah: Emmigrauon.
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* Washing the hands thrce times at the beginning of the
wudoo’. Aws ibn Aws ath-Thaqafi (3):

“I saw Allih’s Messenger (%) wash his hands three times
when he performed wudoo™.” (Ahmad)

. . . .y . 1V -
¢ Rinsing the mouth and nose three times. The Sunnah’ 15 to
take the water into the mouth and then the nose wath the nght
hand, and to blow out the water from the nose with the help of

the lett. In a hadecth,

“After praving the Fajr prayer, ‘Ali (4) entered and sat in
terrace, and then said to a young boy: ‘Bring me some
water for wudoo'.’ The boy brought him a bowl of water
and a basin. ‘Abd-ul-Khair said ‘We were sitting and
watching him.” He said: He held the vessel with his right
hand and poured [water] into his left, and washed his
hands up 0 the wrist. Then he [again] held the vessel
with his right hand and poured [water] into his left, and
washed his hands up to the wrist. He never put his hands
inside the bowl until he washed both hands thrice. Then
he put his right hand in the bowl and rinsed his mouth
and nose three times, expelling the water from his nosc
with the help of his left hand. He washed his face thrice,
his right hand to the elbow thrice, and then his left hand
o the clbow thrice. He then put his right hand into the
bowl until it was immersed in the water, took it out and
wiped his left hand with whatever water was on it, then
he wiped his head with both hands once. He poured
water with his right hand over his right foot thrice,

[
Sunnah: Fere st means the method which was emploved by the Prophet
(%), which s proasewnrthy ot obhpatony

20



washing it with his left hand, and then poured water with
his nght hand over his left foot thrice, washing it with his
left hand [as well]. Then he put his hand into the bowl,
took some water up into his palm and drank it. He then
said, ‘This is how the Prophet of Allah (%) performed
wudoo’. Whoever would like to sce how he used to
perform wudoo’, this is it.” ” [Sahech 1bn [ hibban]

* Washing the face three times by applying water to it. The
face consists of the area starung trom the forelock at the top of
the forchead to the bottom of the ¢hin or beard, verueally, and

trom right carlobe to the lefi, hortzontally. Allih (%) savs:

“O vou who believe! When vou rise to offer the Prayer,
wash your faces and vour hands up to the cibows,
wipe [by passing wet hands over] your heads, and
[wash] vour feet up to the ankles.”

[Surah al-Ma 1dah(5):6]

¢ Washing the hands from the tips of fingers up to and in-
cluding the elbow, beginning first with the right hand, then
the left. It one happens to be wearing a ring or a watch, they
must move 1t 1 order to allow the water to reach the skin under-
neath it This 1s due 1o the saying of Allah (3£):

“O vou who believe! When you rise to offer the Prayer,
wash vour faces and your hands up to the elbows,
wipe (by passing wet hands over) your heads, and
(wash) vour feet up to the ankles.”

[Surah al-Ma'idah(5):6]



Also, in a hadeeth narrated by Na‘eem ibn Abdullah al-Muymur,

he sad:

“] saw Abu Hurairah perform wudoo’. He washed his
face, and did so petfectly. Then he washed his right hand

until the beginning of his upper arm, then the left hand
the same. He wiped his head and then washed his right

foot until the beginning of his shin, then the left foot that
thc same. He then said: ‘This is how 1 saw the
Mecssenger of Allih (%) perform wudoo’.’ He said, ‘You
will have white blazes on your heads and whitencss on
your arms and legs on the Day of Resurrection due to
your performing wudoo’ perfectly. So Whoever is able, let
him increase the brightness of his head, arms and legs.’”

(Muslim)

* Wiping the head once. This 15 done by werting the hands and
passing them over the head, beginning from front, proceeding 10
the back, then passing them back over the head to the front. Ab-

dullah 1bn Zaid (&) narrated:

“Allah’s Mecssenger (%) passed his two hands over his
head starting from the [ront, procceding to the back. He
started from his forchcad and passed them over to the top
of his neck, and then passed them back to the place
where he started from.” (Sahech ibn Khuzaimah)

* Wiping the cars once. This 1s done by wiping nside the cavi-
ties of the two cars with lus right and left index fingers, respec-
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tvely, wiping behind them with his thumbs. Ibn ‘Abbas (<), in
his descnipuon of the Prophet’s wudoo’, said:

“He wiped his hcad and ears once.” (\bu Dawud)

In another narration, he said:

“He wiped his head and [then his] ears from the inside
with the index fingers and (rom the outside with his
thumbs. He washed them from the inside and out.”
(Saheeh 1bn [ibban)

¢ Washinp the feet theee times {rom the ups of the toes up to
4 | P

and mcluding the ankles. Ibn ‘Umar (&) said:

We were just passing wet hands over our feet (and not
washing them properly) so the Prophct addressed us in a
loud voice and said twice or thrice: “Once the Prophet
remained bchind us in a journcy. He caught up to us
while we were performing wudoo’ for the prayer which
was over-due. We were just passing wet hands over our
feet (and not washing them properly), so he said to us in
the loudest of his voice twice or thrice: ‘Woe to the heels
[lefc unwashed] from the Hell-fire." * (al-Bukhan)

¢+ Washing the parts of wudoo’ in the correct sequence: in
that he should wash one part after another, in the order that Al-
lah commanded. He should not wash one body part before an-
other which 1t should come after, for Allih mentioned the obliga-

tory acts of wudoo™ n a speaific sequence. Allah said:



“QO you who belicve! When you rise up for Prayer,
wash your faces, and hands up to the elbows, and wipe
over your hcads and [wash] your feet up to the

ankles.”
[Surah al-Ma’idah (5):0]

¢+ One should make wudoo” in succession, mcaning that onc
<hould not delay washing one part of the body so long that the
previous washed part becomes dry. In a hadecth, the Prophet (%)
saw a man praying, but a portion of his foot the size of a dirham
was not wet. Upon this, the Prophet (%) ordered him to repeat

his wudoo” and Prayer.”” (Abu Dawud)

' Note that he did not merely order lum 1o wash hus foot, but rather he
ordered him to repeat the whole wudoo' as well as lus Prayer.
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Minimum Required Acts for a Valid Wudoo’

The following acts are of the wudoo”™ are obligatory, and a per-
son’s wudoo’ 1s incomplete without them:

¢ One must make nivyah, but without uttening 1, as preceded.
* One must say, “Bismillaah,” before commencing the wudoo”.

¢ One must anse the mouth and then the nose once, both with
the same handful of water.

¢ One must wash his face once.
¢ One must wash his hands up to and mcluding the elbows.

* One must wipe over his head and inside his ears with his wet
hand once.

¢ Onc must wash his {eet up to the ankles once.

¢ Onc must maintain the correct order in washing the parts, and
he should do so 1n succession.
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Voluntary Acts of Wudoo’

¢ Onc should begin washing each part with the right, duc to
the saving of the Prophet (3):

“When you wear clothes and when you perform wudoo’,
start with the right.” (Sahech 1bn Hibban)

¢+ Onc should wash all the parts three times, except for the
head, which should only be wiped once. This is known from a

hadeeth which states:

“A bedouin came to Allih’s Messenger (&) and asked
him about wudoo’, so the Prophet (35) performed wudoo’
for him. He washed the his body parts three times cach
and said, ‘If anyone cxceeds this, he has done wrong and
oppressed,” or, ‘trangressed and oppressed.” ” (Ibn
Khuzaimah)

* One should clean his teeth using a siwaak."” The Prophet
() sad:

“Were it not that [ might over-burden my people, I would
have made the siwaak obligatory upon them with every
wudoo’, and I would have delayed the ‘Ishaa (night)
praycr until the middle of the night.” (Ahmad)

™ The Siwaak or Miswaak 1s a small raag which 1s used bke 2 brush to clean
the teeth One may also use anythung clse that serves the same purpose
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* Onc should run his fingers through his beard. Anas (4)

narrated:

“When performing wudoo’, the Prophet (3z) would take a
handful of water and place it inside [his beard],
underncath his lower jaw, and then run his fingers
through it. He then said, ‘Thus has my Lord (&%)
commanded me.” ” (Abu Dawud)

* One should rub water on the body parts when washing.
Abdullah 1bn Zaid (%) narrated:

“The Prophet (35) was brought two thirds of a mudd'® of
water, and he performed ablution and rubbed his arms
[while washing them].” (Sahech 1bn FHibban)

* One should perform a perfect wudoo’, by mcreasing the
whiteness of the forchead and arms and legs Jon the Day of Res-
urrection]. He may achieve this by exceeding the forelock on the
1op of the forchead when washing the face, and by washing the
hands and feet including and above the elbows and ankles. The
Prophet () said:

“My people will be called to presence on the Day of
Judgment with bright faces, arms and legs from the
traces of wudoo’. Whoever is able, let him lengthen his
brightness.” (al-Bukhar)

It The amount which fits into the two hands held together.
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* One should run their fingers between the fingers of the
hands and the toes. 1bn ‘Abbas (%) reported the Prophet () as

saving:

“When you perform wudoo’, run your fingers between
the fingers of your hands and your toes.” (Mustadrak al-
I lakun)

I'his includes moving one’s ring if he happens to be wearning one
i order to ensure that water reaches beneath it, for usually 1t
daes not. It has been reported of the Prophet ($):

“When he (3%) performed wudoo’, he would move his
ring.” (Ibn Majah)

e Onc should exaggerate' in rinsing the nose, cxcept those
who are fasung. Laqeet tbn Sabirah’s () father said:

“O Messenger of Allih, tell me about wudoo’. So he
answered: Perform a perfect wudoo’, run your fingers
hetween the fingers of your hands and your toes, and
exaggerate in rinsing your nose, unless you are fasting.”
(Sahech 1bn Khuzaimah)

* Onc should avoid wasting water and try to use as little as
possible. Abdullahibn Mughatfal (3) heard his son say: “O Allah!
I ask You to give me the white palace on the right side of Para-
dise.” He sad to lam: “My son! If you ask Allih, then ask Him

"" By inhaling water far up in to the nose.
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for Paradise and seck refuge in Him from the Hellfire, for indeed
| heard Allah’s Messenger (%) say:

‘There will be people towards the Last Day who will

transgress (go to extremes) in their supplication and
purification.’ (Sahech 1bn Hibban)

Our example in this regard 1s our Prophet (3). Abu Bakr (&), the
companion of the Messenger of Allah (%) sad:

“The Messenger of Allih (3z) would bathe himself with a
Saa’,"" and perform wudoo” with a mudd.” {AMulim)

* One should supplicate to Allih after it. "Umar () narrated
that Allah’s Messenger (38) said:

“If one of you performs Wudoo' in a perfect manner and
then says:

‘Ash-hadu allaa iliha ill-Allih, wahdahu laa shareeka

lahu, wa ash-hadu anna Muhammadan ‘abduhu wa
rasooluhu.’

‘l testify that none have the right to be worshipped
except Allah, alone, without any associate, and testify
that Muhammad is His slave and Messenger...’

...the cight gates of Paradise will be opened for him, and
he may enter from whichever one he wishes.” (at-

Tirmidhi)

'* Saa": An amount equal to four ‘mudd’.
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+ Onc should perform a two rak‘ah” prayer after wudoo’,
which is called the Sunnah Prayer of Wudoo®, duc to the hadecth
narrated by ‘Ugbah ibn ‘Amir (&), that the Messenger of Allah

sardd:
“No Muslim performs a perfect wudoo’, then stands and

prays two rak‘ah with dedication of mind and heart,
except that Paradise will be turned to face him.” (Mushm)

" Rak‘ah: One cylce in a prayer, consisung of the standing, bowing, and Two

Prosigations
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Things That Invalidate Wudoo’

* Anything which passes out the two passages™, such as
unne, feces |pus, or blood).

“But if you are ill of on a joumey, or one of you comes
from the place of relieving himself, or vou have

contacted women [sexual intercourse] and do not find
water, then scek clean carth.”

[Surah al-Ma"idah (5):6]

* Passing gas (flaulence), duc to the saving of the Prophet (%):

“The Prayer of any of those who do ‘hadath’ will not be
accepted until he performs ablution.” A man from
Hadramout asked Abu Hurairah (<): “What is *hadath’,
Abu Hurairah?” He said: “Passing wind.” (al-Bukhari)

* Pre-seminal (madhi) and prostatic (wadi) fluid. Pre-
seminal fluid is that which is secreted from the penis upon physt-
cal or mental sexual sumulauon. Prostatic fluid is that is what is
secreted from the penis due to sickness. Ali (%) said:

“I was a man whose pre-seminal fluid flowed often. So |
requested a man to ask Allih’s Messenger (%) about it in
view of my rclationship to his daughicr. When he asked

» The two passages: The urcthra and anus 1n repards 10 males, and the
urcthra, vagna, and anus in regards 1o females.
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the Prophet (%) he said: ‘Wash your penis® and perform
ablution.” (al-Bukhari)

* False menstruation, which is blood which passes from the
vagina other than menstruation {or post-postpartum bleeding].
I-aumah bine abi Hubaish had false menstruavon, so the Messen-
ver of Allah (1) said,

“Indeced the blood of menstruation is dark and well-
known. If it is so, then refrain from Prayer, but if it is
somcthing clse, perfform wudoo’ and pray.” [Sahech 1bn
Fhbban)|

®* Deep sleep in which one loses all perception. Al (<€) re-
ported Allah’s Messenger () as saying:

“The eye, when awake, prevents breaking wind.™
Whoever sleeps then let him perform wudoo’.” (Abu
Dawud)

Also, in the hadeeth about wiping over leather socks, Safwian bin

Assal al-Murad sad:

“Allah’s Messcenger (%) would order us not to remove
our leather socks while on a journey for three days and
nights if we had urinated, defecated or slept, except in
case of jandbah.” (Sahech tbn Kuzaimah)

** One must also wash lus serotum and testicles

" When a person i awake, he 1s aware il be has passed wind, contrary to when
he 1y asleep.
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However, light sleep durning which one can sull perceve what js
around him does not invalidate wudoo’™. Anas () sad:

“The Companions of the Messenger of Allah (3) would
wait for the ‘Ishaa prayer until their heads would nodd
{due to sleep], and then they would pray without
repeating wudoo’.” (Abu Dawud)

¢ Eating camel mecat. Jabir ibn Samurah (%) narrated that a
man asked the Propher (%):

“Should I perform Wudoo’™ after eating muuon?” He
replied, “If you wish, perform ablution, otherwise, do
not.” The man asked [again], “Should I perform ablution
after eating camel mcat? He said, “Yes, perform
ablution after cating camel meat.” He asked, “May I pray
in the pens of sheep?” He answered, “Yes.” He asked,

“May I pray in the place where camels rest?” He
answered, “No.” (Muslim)

* Losing one’s senses or consciousness, whether resulting
from insanity, epilepsy, possession by the Jinn, fainung, medicine,
or alcohol, for consciousness is a prerequisite for one to be held
responsible about the obligations of the religion. ‘A’ishah (&)

reported that the Messenger of Allah (%) said:

“The pen has been lifted from three: a sleeping person
until he awakens, a child until he reaches puberty, and an

insane person until he returns to his senses.” (Sahech ibn
Hibban)
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+ Renouncing the religion of Islaam after having been Mus-
im. 1f once returns (o Islaam after having said done, or believed
«wmething which took him out of its fold, he must perform wu-
doo” agan, due to the saying of Allaah (%):

“And whosocver disbelieves in the Onencss of Allah
and in all the other Articles of Faith [i.e. His
(Allaah’s), Angels, His Holy Books, His Messcngers,
thc Day of Resurrection and Al Qadar (Divine
Preordainments)], then fruitless is his work.”

[Surah al-Ma 1dah (5):5)
e also saud:

“If you join others in worship with Allah, (then) surely
(all) your deeds will be in vain.”
[Surah az-Zumar(39):65]

* Touching the sexual organs (i.e. the penis, vulva or anus)
without there being a barrier (like clothes, ctc). There is no differ-
ence between a male or a female, nor the young or the elderly.
There are many narrauons obligaung wudoo ™ after touching the
Private parts, and (rom them is that the Prophet (%) said:

“If a man touches his penis, let him perform wudoo’, and

if 2 woman touches her vulva, let her (also) perform
wudoo’.” (Ahmad)

He also said:

“Whoever touches his private part, let him not perform
the Prayer until he performs the wudoo’™.” (Abu Dawood)
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And also:

«\Whoever touches his private part with his hand without
there being a barrier present, wudoo’ has become
obligatory on him.” (Sahcceh ibn Hibbaan)

Things in which the Scholars have Differed in
regards to its invalidation of Wudoo’

¢ What exits the body from passages other than the urethra and

anus, such as bload, vomit, and nosebleed.
¢ Touching a woman with desire.

¢ Vomiting.

Although there 1s a difference between the scholars, it is recom-
mended that one should perform wudoo” as a precaution.

In Cases of Doubt

If a person who had performed wudoo” 1s in doubt whether he
had done something to invalidate his wudoo’, his wudoo® 15 not
considered invalid untl he becomes centain that he had done
something to invalidate it. There is no difference whether one is
praying or not praying. In a hadeceth narrated by Abu IHurairah,

(«¢»), the Prophet (%) said:
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“[f a person feels something in his stomach, and he does
not whether he passed gas or not, he should not leave the
masjid until he hears a sound or finds an odor.” (Muslim)

What 1s meant by this hadecth is [that he should not leave the
prayer] untl he s certain that he has passed gas. This 1s in regards
10 the one who 1s certain that he had performed wudoo” but then
has doubt in 1ts validity. As for the one who is certain that he in-
validated his wudoo” but doubts whether he has purified himself
alter that, he must perform wudoo” again.



When Wudoo’ is Recommended

¢ Before going to sleep. Al-Bara™ ibn ‘Azib (<) narrated thay
the Prophet (%) sad:

“Whenever you go to bed, perform wudoo’™ as vou would
for the Praver, then lic on vour right side and say:

‘Allihumma aslamtu wajhi ilavk, wa fawwadw amri
ilayk, wa alja’tu dhahri ilayk, raghbatan wa rahbatan
ilayk, la malja’a wala manjaa minka illaa ilayk.
Allahumma aamantu bi kitabik-alladhi anzalt, wa bi
nabiyik-alladhi arsalt.’

‘O Allah! I surrender to You and entrust all my affairs
to You, and depend upon You for blessings, both with
hope and fear of You. There is no flecing from You,
and there is no place of protection and safety except
with You. O Allah! I belicve in Your Book (the
Qur'an) which You have revealed, and in Your
Prophet (Muhammad %) whom you have sent.’

If you dic on that very night, you will dic on the religion
of the true and pure nature (i.c. Islim). Let these words
be the last thing you say [before you sleep].” So I
repcated these words to the Prophet (%), and when I
reached: “O Allah! I believe in Your Book (the Qur'in)
which You have revealed,” I said: “...and in Your
Messenger,” upon which he (%) corrected, “No, ‘and in
Your Prophet whom you have sent.’ ” (al- Bukhari)
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* If onc is in a major state of impurity due to sexual inter-
course (janibah), and wishes to eat, drink, or sleep. ‘Ammar

bn Yasir smd:

“The Messenger of Allih (%) gave the person in a state of
janibah the concession to perform wudoo’ like the one
he would do for Prayer, if he wished to eat, drink or
sleep.” (at-Tirmidhi)

Aso, 1t 1s recommended to perform wudoo” if one in a state of
ianabah and wishes to have intercourse again, due to the saying of
the Propher (3):

“If onc of you has intercourse with his wife and then
intends to do so again, let him perform wudoo’ [before
doing so).” (Muslim)

* Upon performing the ritual bath (ghusl) for janibah, men-
struation, or postpartum bleeding. ‘A’ishah (&) reported:

“When performing ghusl, the Messenger of Alldh (3%)
would first wash his hands, then use his right hand to
pour water over his left hand and wash his private parts,
and then perform wudoo’ as one does for Prayer. He
would then take water and put his (ingers into the roots
of his hair. When he deemed that the water had reached
all of his scalp, he would pour three handfuls of water
over his head, then pour water over the rest of his body,
and [lastly] he would wash his fect.” (Mushm)

* Renewing one’s wudoo’ before each Prayer. The Prophet
&) saud:
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“Had it not been difficult upon people, I would have
ordered them to perform wudoo’ for cach Prayer, and 1o
use siwaak with each wudoo’.” (al-Baihaqs)
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Common Mistakes in Performing Wudoo’

* Uttering the intention before performing wudoo’ with an
audible voice. Ibn-ul-Qayyim said:

"The Prophet (%) would never say at the beginning of wudoo’,
“I ntend 10 free myself from this state if impurty,” or,
*...make Prayer permissible.” Neither he nor any of his Com-
panions did that at all; not even one word has been reported of
lum m this respect, whether through authentic or weak chains

ol narrators.
sheikh-ul-Islam tbn Taimiyyah said:

One need not utter the niyyah before performing punfication -
whether 1t be wudoo’, ghusl, or tayammum- Prayer, Zakaah, or
cxpiations ... [they] need not be unered. This is something
which 1s agreed upon by the Imiams of Islim. It is agreed that
ntention is something which deals with the heart. If a person
pronounces umintentionally something which is contrary to
what he intended in his heart, what is taken into consideranon
15 what he mtended and not what he uttered. (Al-Fatawi al-
Kubra, The Book of Punfication, p.213)

* Various supplications made while washing the body parts
in wudoo’, such as saying: “O Allih! Give me my Record [on the
Day of Judgment] in my nght hand,” upon washing one's nght
hand, or, “Oh Allih! Make my face bright on the day when faces
grow brght,” upon washing one’s face. lbn-ul-Qa}-yim said:

Nothing has been proved to have been said by the Mcssenger
of Allah (3) during Wudoo™ except ‘Bismillah’, Every hadeeth
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dealing wath supplications attributed to him are actuality lies
that have been fabncated upon him. The Messenger of Allah
(%) never said or taught any of those supplications, nor have
they been reported of him, except for saying ‘Bismillah’ at jts
beginning, and his (%) saving at the end:

‘Ash-hadu an laa ilaaha ill-Allahu wa ash-hadu anna
Muhammad ar-Rasoolullaah. Allaahummaj‘alni min
al-tawwaabeena waj‘alni min-al-mutatahhircen.’

“I bear witness that no deity has the right to be wor-
shipped except Allih, and I bear witness that Mu-
hammad is His Messenger. O Allih! Make me among

those who often turn to You in repentance and those
who purify themselves.”

Another authentic supplication 1s one narrated by an-Nasa'i:

“Subhaanak-Allihumma wa bi hamdik, ash-hadu an
laa ilaaha illaa ant, astaghfiruka wa atoobu ilayk.”

“O Allih! Glory and praises be to You. | testify that

none have the right to be worshipped but You. I seek
Your forgiveness and turn to You in repentance.”

* Wiping the neck after wiping the head. Sheikh-ul-Islim ibn
Taimiyyah, may Allah have mercy be upon him, said:

There 1s no proof that the Prophet (%) wiped his neck in wu-
doo’; no authentc Hadeeth has been reported in this regard.
Rather, the authentc traditions which describe the Prophet’s
wudoo” do not contain any indication that he () wiped his
ncck. Therefore, the majority of Muslim scholars do not deem
this act as recommended. Those who do recommend it rely on
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a traditon narrated by Abu Hurairah (&) or a weak hadeeth
which states that he wiped his head unul up to occiput”, and
this can neither be used as a proof, nor does it contradict what
other traditions indicate. If a person does not wipe his neck,
his wudoo” is stll valid, and all the scholars agree to this. (Al-
I“atawa al-Kubra, The Book of Purificauon, p. 280)

* Not washing the body parts completely.

*“I'he Prophet (%) saw a man praying, but a portion of
his foot the size of a dirham was not wet. Upon this,
the Prophet (%) ordered him to repeat his wudoo” and
Prayer.” (Abu Dawud)

* Making wudoo’ when one is already in a state of purifica-
tion without performing a Prayer between the two. Shetkh-ul-
Islam 1bn Taimiyyah stated:

I'he matter discussed by jurists was whether 1t is praiseworthy
or not for a person who is already in a state of punficanon to
renew his wudoo” for Prayer. As for one who 1s already 0 a
state of purificaton but has not performed Prayer, 1t 1s not
recommended for him to renew his wudoo”. Rather, this type
of wudoo’ is considered an innovation which opposes the
Sunnah of the Prophet (%) and the practice of Muslims from
the ume of the Prophet () unul this day.

M The back, or postenot, pact of the head or skull; the region of the ocaipital

bone
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¢ Washing the body parts in wudoo™ more than thrice. This
opposes the Prophet’s (%) instruction when he said:

“Whoever introduces in this religion somcthing which is
not from it will be rejected.” (al-Bukhan)

* Some people believe that if some impunitics happen to sodl
their clothes while being in a state of purification, they must not
only remove the filth, but that they also must repeat their wu-
doo . This 1s correct. What 1s incumbent upon him s that he
clean the impunty which has soiled his body or clothes. His wu-
doo” 1s sull considered valid tor he did not do anvthing 1o invab-
date 1t.

* Some people in wudoo’ do not wash the whole surface of
their face, especially the area near the cars. One must be sure to
wash the whole face, paving special attenuon to the area berween
the beard and the ears.

* Sometimes women who are already in a state of wudoo” clean
the private parts of babies with their bare hands without a barrier,
and then proceed to pray. In actuality, their wudoo™ has been in-
validated by touching the pnvate pants of their babies.

¢ Some women apply nail polish which prevents water from
reaching the nails. Whoever performs wudoo’ while wearing nail
polish, their wudoo® as well as therr Prayer is invalid. Such
women must repeat their Prayer after performing a valid wudoo .

The same applies in any case in which there is something thal
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prevents water from reaching any of the body parts which are
required 1o be washed in wudoo’, unless their 1s a legislauve rea-
son for wearing it (Le. bandage, cast, etc).

* Some people think that they must wash their private parts
n order 10 perform wudoo’, and this is incorrect. This is only
required after one has have answered the call of nature (by urina-
ton or defecaton). As for sleeping or passing wind, one may

make perform wudoo’ without the need of washing the private
P'.]l'll';.

* Some people believe that touching the penis of an animal
invalidates wudoo’. Sheikh-ul-Islim ibn Taimiyyah, may Allh
have merey upon him, said:

Touching the penis of an animal, living or dead, does not in-
validate wudoo’, and this something agreed upon by the
[mams. (Al-[Fatawa al-Kubri, The Book of Punficaton, p.280)
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Some Verdicts Regarding Wudoo’

Q. If a person performs ablution and begins his Prayer, but then
he fecls as if a drop of urinc leaked, is his Prayer invalidated?

A. Merely feeling something [based on doubt] does not invalidate
Prayer. It is not allowed for him to disconunuce his obligatory
Prayer out of mere doubt, for the Prophet (%) was asked about a
man who felt something during his Prayer. He answered:

“He should not discontinue his Prayer unless he hears a
sound or smells an odor.” (al-Bukhan)

However, if he is certain that urine actually passed out from his
penis, his wudoo® would become invalid, and he 1s required to
make inunja’, unless he has inconunence (continual leakage) of
unne. In that case, his Prayer would sull be valid, if he had done
what 1s obligatory upon him. (Ibn Taimiyyah, Al-Fatawa al-
Kubra, The Book of Punficauon, p.281)

Q. If a man kisses or hugs his wife and consequently passes pre-
seminal flud, 1s he required to repeat his wudoo” ?

A. His wudoo™ becomes invalid, and he need not do anything
other than wash his penis and testicles and then perform wudoo’.
(Al-Fatawa al-Kubri, The Book of Purification, p.294)

Q. If pus continually comes out from a man’s penis, is his Prayer
sull valid while he is in that state?
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A. It 1s not permissible for him to discontinue his Prayer. Rather
he should pray as is possible for him. If the flow of pus does not
stop for a period of ume which is enough for him to perform
wudoo” and pray, he should sull perform his Prayer in that state
but after performing wudoo’, even it continues to flow. How-
ever, he should use some protection that prevents the pus from
spreading. (Al-IFatawa al-Kubra, The Book of Purification, p-310)

Q. Is it enough that one perform ghusl, or does he need to per-
form wudoo” in 1t?

A. If 1t is obligatory upon someone to petform ghusl, it is rec-
ommended that he perform a complete wudoo® first, and then
perform the ghusl after it. He should take care though not to
touch his private parts duning the bath so that he does not invali-
date his wudoo’. When he completes his bath, he is not required
to repeat the wudoo™. But if he only performs the ghusl without
wudoo’, observing the same sequence of the wudoo’, 1t 1s suffi-

cient for him and he need not repeat wudoo . (Sheikh iba Jibreen
IFatawa Islamiyyah, v.1, p.206)
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Wiping over Leather Socks and their likes™

The narratons which indicawe the permissibility of wiping over
leather socks are so many in number that they reach a level of
mutawitr.” ‘The strongest from these evidences may be the
hadeeth of Humam ibn IHarith, who said that he saw Jarcer ibn
Abdullah pass urine, perform wudoo™ and wipe over his leather

socks, and then stand for prayer. When he was asked about thus,
he replied,

“I saw the Mcssenger of Allah (%) do the same.” (al-
Bukhari)

[f one wears leather socks while 1n a state punty, 1t is morce pref-
crable to wipe over them when performing wudoo ™ again than o
take them off and wash the feet. Al-Mugheerah ibn Shu’bah ()

said:

“I was with Allah’s Messenger (%) on a journey we
undertook at night. He asked me, ‘Do you have water?’ 1
replied in the affirmative, and so he descended from his
mount and walked away until he dissappecared into the
darkness of the night. When he returned, I poured water
from a wash bowl for him, and he washed his face. He
was wearing a woolen cloak from which he could not
take out his hands, so he took them out from underneath
the cloak, washed his hands and wiped his head. 1

' NSome examples of other things which may be wiped over are boots, thick
ks, ele

™ Mutawaatic A hadeeth that has been narrated by so many chains of
natranon that ot s impossible that it be ircorrect.
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rcached out my hands to take off his lcather socks, but he
said: ‘Leave them, for I wore them while in a state of
wudoo’,’ and the he wiped over them.” (Mushm)
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The Area which must be Wiped

Wiping over leather socks 1s a concession which Allah (%) gave as
facility to case our burdens. The area which 1s required to be
wiped s the upper surface of the leather socks, as the Prophet
(%) humsclf did. ‘Ali (&) said:

“Had the rcligion been based on personal opinion, then
wiping over the bottom surface of the boots would have
been more appropriate. I saw Allih’s Messenger (3) wipe
over the top of his leather socks.” (Abu Dawud)
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The Conditions for Wiping over Leather
Socks

1. Lecather socks and their likes must be worn when one is in
a state of purification jif he desires to wipe over them], due ta

the hadeeth of al-Mugheerah menuoned previously:

“I was with the Messenger of Allih () on a journcey, and
when | reached out my hands to take off his leather
socks, but he said: ‘Leave them, {or 1 wore them while in
a state of wudoo’,’ and wiped over them.” (Mushm)

2. Leather socks and their likes must be free from any impu-
rities. If they have any impunues on them, 1t 1 not permissible to
wipe over them or pray in them unul one removes the impurities
first. Abu Sa‘ced al-Khudri () said,

“Allah’s Messenger () led us in Praver [wearing
sandals]. During Praver, he removed his sandals and
placed them to his left, and {sceing this,Jeveryone else
did the same. When he finished his prayer, he said, ‘Why
did you all remove your sandals?’ They replied, ‘We saw
you removc them so we did the same! He said, ‘I did not
take them off because there is something wrong with
praying in them; rather, Jibreel informed me that there
was impurity on them. So if one of you comes to the
masjid, let him look to what is on his sandals, and if they
have any impurities, then let him wipe it off.’ ” (Muslim)
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3. One may only wipe over leather socks and the like when

performing wudoo’, and not when performing ghusl. Safwin
ihn *Assaal ($) sad:

“Allih’s Mecssenger (%) would order us not to remove
our leather socks while on a journey for three days and
nights, if we had urinated, defecated or slept, except in
case of jandbah.” (Sahcch ibn Kuzaimah)

1. One may only wipe over the leather socks within the leg-
islated time limit, which s one day and night for residents and
three days and nights for travelers. ‘Al tbn Abi Tabb (&) was
asked abourt the ume bmit for wiping, and he replied:

The Prophet (%) legislated three days and nights for the
traveler and one day and night for the resident. (Muslm)

5. The leather sock must cover the whole area of the foot
which must normally be washed in wudoo .
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A Description of Wiping over Leather Socks

One mav wipe over leather socks or the like, if he had worn them
in a state of punificauon, instead of removing them and washing
his feet. After wetung his hands, he should pass his nght hand
over his nght foot, starung from the toes up to the [the beginning
of the] leg, and then do the same with the left. He should do this
only once, not more. Al-Mughecrah ibn Shu'bah (<) smd:

“l saw the Messenger of Allih (%) leave to urinate, then
rctumed and performed wudoo’. He wiped over his
leather socks; he placed his right hand on his right sock
and his left hand on his left sock, and then he wiped over

the top of them once only. It is as if I am looking at the
traces of his fingers on the socks now.”
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The Time Limit

¢ Three days and nights for a traveler, and one day and
night for a resident. This 1s based on the hadeeth of ‘Al bin Abs
Ialily () mentioned carlier, that when he was asked about the
ume limit for making wudoo’, he replied:

The Prophet (%) allowed three days and nights for the
traveler and one day and night for the resident. (Mushm)

* This time period starts from the first time one wipes in
performing wudoo® from a minor state of impunty, and this 1s
the stronger view of the scholars. The period ends after the
clapse of twenty-four hours for a resident, and seventy-two hours

[or a traveler.
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Things that Invalidate Wiping

* If onc is in a state of jandbah, based on the aloremennoned
hadeeth of Safwan bin ‘Assal () when he said,

“Allah’s Messenger (%) would order us not to remove
our leather socks while on a journey for three days and
nights, if we had urinated, delecated or slept, except in
case of janabah.” (Sahcch 1bn Kuzaimah)

* Expiry of the legislated time limit for wiping, one day and
night for residents, and three davs and mights for travelers, as
stated n the tradiuon narrated by ‘Alibn Abi Talib ()

The Prophet (%) legislaticd three days and nights for a
traveler, and one day and night for a resident. (Muslim)

* Removing one or both the socks.
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Wiping over a Turban or a Hijib

[t 1s pernussible for a man o wipe over his turban, and for a
woman to wipe over her hijaab (headscarf). ‘Amr bin Umayyah
ad-Dumari () said:

“l saw the Mcssenger of Allaah (%) wipe over his turban
and his leather socks [with his wet hand].” (Muslim)

Bilaal (-ge) said:

“The Mecssenger of Allaah (3%) wiped over his leather
socks and turban.” (Abu Dawud)



Wiping over Splints, Bandages, and the
like

Splints, bandages, and other things which are wrapped over
wounds should be wiped over with one’s wet hand. Jabir (&)
said:

“We sct out on a journey, and one of us was wounded by
a stone on his hcad. [When he slept,] he had a wet
dream, and so he asked his companions, ‘Do vou sce any
concession for me to perform tayammum?’ They replied:
‘We do not see any concession since you arce able to use
water.” Upon that, he took bath and consequently died.
When we came back to Allih’s Messenger (), he was
informed of what took place. He said: “They killed him!
May Allib kill them! Why didn’t they ask if they didn’t
know? Indced the only cure for ignorance is to ask. It
would have been enough for him to perform tayammum,

or bandage his wound, wipe over the bandage and bathe
the rest of his body.” (Abu Dawud)

It 1s obligatory for the injured 10 wipe over his splint or bandage
when performing wudoo” or ghusl, and he 1s not to wash nor
wipe the wounded part itself. The general principle 1s that if a
person has a wound or a fracture and wants 1o perform wudoo’
or ghusl, it 1s obligatory for him 10 wash all the parts of wudoo’
or ghusl. But if he fears some harm in washing the damaged pan,
such as aggravaung the wound, causing extra pain, or a delay n
healing, he may then in that case wipe over the wound with his
wet hand [instead of washing ). If he fears that wiping as well
will cause harm, he may then bandage the wound and wipe over

the bandage [instead of the wound itself]. It is not a requirement
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that on¢ perform abluton or ghusl prior to applying the splint or
bandage. Also, he may wipe over that area for as long as it is leg-
istated for him to wipe,” [and there is no specific time limir).
I lowever, once it is no longer legislated, that arca must be washed
with water.

* What is legslated is that he may wipe over the bandage until he 1s able to
wipe over the wound ttsell, and he may wipe over the wound itself unul he is
able 10 wash the recovered area fully.
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Some Verdicts Regarding Wiping Over
Splints and Bandages

Q. Arc there condutions for wiping over sphints? What if, for ex-
ample, the bandage is larger than the wound?

A. Onc may not wipe over a sphint except in cases of necessity,
and one should take measures in proportion to the necessity. The
area of the wound or pain 15 not the only area which 1s necessary
to cover when applying a splint or bandage, rather anything
which 1s needed for fixing the splint or adhiesive tape also comes
under this rubng. (Ibn Uthaymeen, latawa al-Mas-h ‘alaa al-

Khuffan, p.206)

Q. Do the same rulings apply to other dressing matenal, such as
gauze, cic?

A. Yes, the same rulings apply. One must also note that wiping
over splints and bandages is not the same as wiping over leather
socks, so that it be imited to a certain time period. Rather, one
may do so as long as it is needed. In addition to this, onc may
wipe over them when purifying oneself from both minor and ma-
jor states of impunty. So if it is obligatory upon him to perfonn
ghusl, he may wipe over the bandage as he may in wudoo’.
(Fatawa al-Mas-h ‘alaa al-Khuffain, p.26)

Q. How should one wipe over a splint? Should one wipe all of it
or only a part of it?
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A. Ycs, one should wipe over all of it. The genenal prindple is
that the same ruling applies to the subsutute as that which applies
to the thing which has been subsututed, unless the Sunnah ex-
plains otherwise. Here, wiping is a substitute for washing; just as
it is obligatory to wash the whole body part, it is obligatory to
wipe over the whole splint. But as for wiping over leather socks,
it is a concession, and the Sunnah explicitly states that it is suffi-
cient to wipe over a part of them. (Fatawa al-Mas-h ‘alaa al-
Khuffain, p.27)
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Purification from Major States of Impurity
(Ghusl)

Ghusl means 1o wash the whole body with water. It becomes
obligatory after one of the following things:

» ] . . :u :
¢ Ejaculation of semen” owing to desire,” for example, cor-
tus, masturbation, fantasizing, nocturnal emission, and other simi-
lar reasons. This is based on the saying of Allah (3):

“If You are in a state of janibah, purify yourselves.”
[Surah al-Ma‘idah (5):6]

Also, ‘Al bin Abi Tahb said:

“I was a man whose pre-seminal fluid flowed often. So |
asked Allih’s Messenger (%) about it, and he said: ‘If you
sce a water-like substance, then wash your penis and
petform ablution, and if you sce speem, then perform
ghusl.” ” (Sahech tbn Hibban)

¢ Sexual intercourse. 1 the glans {head) of the penis enters
completely into the vulva, even il no cjaculaton takes place, both
spouses are required to perform ghusl. The Prophet (3) said:

" Ao meladed under this heading 18 the flunds secreted by wonen upon
having an orgasin

1 sperm s eleased due to sickness or other reasons othee than desue, then
i this case 1t s not obligatory to make ghusl
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“If he (the husband) positions himself between her legs
and arms and penetrates her, ghusl becomes obligatory,
whether he ejaculates or not.” (Mushm)

* Following menstruation or postpartum bleeding. Allah ()
savs:

“They ask you concerning menstruation. Say: It is a
harmful thing, so keep away from [intercourse with]
women during mensus. And do not have intercourse
with them till they are purificd. And when they have
purified themsclves, then go unto them as Allih
enjoined upon vou. Trulv Alldh loves those who often
turn unto Him, and loves those who purify
themselves.”

|Surah al-Bagarah (2):222

‘A’ishah () reported that Fatumah bint Abi Hubaysh () asked
the Messenger of Allah (%)

“l experience vaginal blecding [other than mensus] and
it does not stop, should I leave the Prayer?” He replied,
‘No. That is just a vein. Leave the Prayer on those days in

which you experienced menstruation, then perform ghusl
and pray.’ ” (al-Bukhan)

‘N ishah () reported that Asma® (4) asked the Messenger of
Allah (%) about the ghusl after menstruation, and he replied:

“ ‘Let onc of you take water [mixed with the Icaves of]
sidr (lote-tree) and perform a complete wudoo’. Then let
her pour [the water] over her head and rub it vigorously,

until [the water] reaches the roots of her hair. Let her
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then pour water over [the rest) of her body. Afterwards,
she should take a piece of cotton dabbed with musk and
cleanse herselfl with it Asma’ asked: ‘How should she
cleanse herselfl with the help of that?’ Upon this he
obscerved: ‘Glory be to Allah! She should cleanse hersclf?
‘A’ishah said [in a subducd tone], ‘She should apply it to
the place from which she bled.” She [Asma’] further
asked about bathing after sexual intercourse, and he
replied: ‘She should take water and perform a complete
wudoo’, then let her pour [water] over her head and rub
it vigorously, until [the water] rcaches the roots of her
hair. Let her then pour water over [the rest] of her body.’
” ¢A’ishah said: “How good arc the women of Ansir that
their shyvness did not prevent them from lecaming
religion.” (Muslim)

¢ Decath. When a Mushm dies, Mushms are required to bathe

hime Umim “Anyvvah ($) narrated:

“Allih’s Mcessenger (%) came to us when his daughter
died and said: *Wash her three times, five times or more
than that if you sce fit, and do so with water and sidr
(lote-tree leaves). At the end, sprinkle camphor or
somcthing of it on her, and when you finish, inform me.’
When we were finished, we informed him, then he gave
us his waist-sheet and said, ‘Shroud her in it.”” (al-
Bukhan)
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A Description of a Complete Ghusl

* The Intention (Niyyah). One must intend 1n his heart that he
is performing ghusl to remove himself {rom the major state of
unpurity — whether janabah, menstruation or postpartum bleed-
ing — without uttering such intenuon vocally.

* Mentioning the Name of Allih. One should sav, ‘Bismillah’
(1.e. With the Name of Allah),

* He should wash his hands, and then wash has private parts
to remove the Glth.

* Next, he should perform a complete wudoo’ as he would
for the Praver. He may dclay washing his feet unul the end his

ghusl.

¢ He should pour [at lcast] three handfuls of water on his

head, running his fingers through his hair and beard so that wa-
ter reaches the roots of his hair and scalp.

¢ Then he should pour water over the rest of his body, rub-
bing 1, beginning with the nght side and then the lefi. He should
take care that water reaches his armpits, cars, navel, and in be-
rween the folds of the skin if he were far, for these folds of flesh
which form in the obese prevent water (rom reaching the areas of
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skin concealed within the folds and may remain dry. He should
then wash his feet if he had not already done so while making

wudoo” [before performing the ghusl). ‘Aa’ishah () reported:

“When Allah’s Messenger (%) would perform ghusl duc
to sexual intercourse, he would first wash his hands, then
pour water with his right hand into his left, washing his
private parts. After that he would perform wudoo’ as he
would for the Prayer, and then take water and rub it in to
the roots of his hair with his fingers. [Lastly] he would
wash his feet.” (Mushm)

Maymoonah ($) said,

“I placed water for the Prophet (3&) to perform ghusl. He
poured them on his hands and washed them twice or
thrice, and then poured water with his right hand into his
left and washed his private parts. Afterwards, he wiped
his hands on the carth” and then rinsed his mouth and
nose. He washed his face, his two hands, and then
washed his head thrice. Afterwards, he poured water over
his body. Then he shifted from that place and washed his
fcet. (al-Bukhan)

' Peaple in the past and present use carth as a soaping agent, i that it makes
1 caster o remove unwanted subtances from ones hands
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Minimum Required Acts for a Valid Ghusl

¢ The Intention (Niyyah). Onc must intend in his heart that he
is performing ghusl to remove humsell from the major state of
impunty — whether janabah, menstruaton or postpartum bleed-
ing — without uttering such intention vocally.

¢ He should clean the offensive matenal with water.
* He should pour three handfuls of water aver has head.

* He must cither pour water over the rest of his body, or
submerge lumself in . He should 1ake care that the water reaches

his armputs, ears, navel, and between the folds of skin if he s fat
Umm Salamah ($0) said:

“O Messcenger of Allih, I have many braids on my head,
should I untie them when performing ghusl from
janabah?” He replied, “No, it is enough for you to pour
three handfuls of water on your head, and then pour

water over yourself, and then you will be considered
pure.” (Mushm)
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Cases in which Ghusl is Recommended

* If a disbeliever enters the fold of Islam, 1t 1s reccommended
that he perform ghusl. Abu FHurarah (30) narrated:

“When Thumamah al-Hanafi  accepted Islam, the
Messenger of Allah sent him to the walled garden of Abu
Talhah and ordered him to perform ghusl, so he
performed ghusl and prayed a two rak‘ah prayer. The
Messenger of Allah (35) then said, “Your brother’s Islim
is sincere.’ ” (Sahech ibn Khuzaimah)

* The Friday Prayer (Jumu‘ah): The Messenger of Allah (%)

sand:

“It 1s obligatory upon cvery Muslim that he perform
ghusl, clcan his tecth, and perfume himself on Friday if
he has some.” (Ahmad)

The Messenger of Allah (%) sad:

“Whoever performs ghusl and then proceeds to the
Jumu‘ah prayer and prays what was written for him,
keeps silent and listens to the Imidm until he finishes his
scrmon and then prays with him, the sins he committed
between that Friday and the next will be forgiven, as well
as theee additional days.” (Mushm)

* The Prayer of the two Eids (Fitr and Adhi’), and the Day of
“Arafaat. This 1s due to the hadeeth narrated by Al-Fakih ibn Sa’d:
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“The Prophet (%) would perform ghusl on Friday, the
Day of ‘Arafah, the day of Fitr, and the day of Sacrifice.”

(Ahmad)

¢ Entering the state of Iheim* for Hajj or ‘Umrah. Khaarijah
ibn Zaid reported from his father:

“The Prophet (%) took off his clothes and took a bath for
Ihrim.” (Sahcch ibn Khuzaimah)

¢ Entering Makkah. Whenever ibn *Umar (£) wanted to enter
Makkah, he would refrain from making the tnlbi}'ynh." IHe would
spend the night at Dhu Tuwaa, pray the 'ar prayer, and then
perform bath. He would sav that the Prophet (%) did the same.
(al-Bukhan)

% Thrdm: the state in which a pilgrim enters when performing Hajy or ‘Umrah,
in which he is prohibited to do centain things.

* A supplication repeated by a2 pilgrim after making his niyyah for entering the
state of thram.
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Things which are Forbidden for Those in a
State of Janabah

¢ The Prayer: Allah (3%) said:

“QO you who have believed! Approach not the Prayer
(salit) when you are in a drunken state, until you
know (the meaning of) what you utter, nor when you
arc in a state janibah, except when passing through
[and not staying in a place of Prayer], untill you wash
vour whole body.”

[Surah an-Nisa’ (4):43]

¢ Tawifl (Circumambulatuon) of the Sacred House (Ka’bah).

‘Nishah () sad:

“I came to Makkah while I was menstruating, so I was
not able to make Tawif of the Sacred House or Sa‘i"
between Safi’ and Marnwvah. 1 complained to Allah’s
Messenger (&). He said to me: ‘Do everything a
pilgrim does except for Tawafl of the Sacred House
until you are pure.” ” (al- Bukhari)

* Touching or carrying the Mushaf, as stated in hadeeth of
Abu Bakr tbn Muhammad 1ibn ‘Amre's mentioned carlier:

Y Satt: Walking between the two mounts of Safi’ and Marwah dunng ‘Umnah
or Hay
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“The Prophet (%) wrotc a letter to the people of
Yemen, and from the things it read was: ‘Nobody
should touch the Quridn unless he is pure.” "
(Mustadrak al-11akim)

¢ Recitation of the Qur’an.

“Once Ali (&) performed wudoo’: he rinsed his mouth
and nosec thrice, washed his face thrice, washed his
hands and arms thrice, then wiped his head once and
washed his fect thrice. He said, ‘This is how I saw the
Messenger of Allih (%) perform the wudoo’’ He
recited some verses of the Qur'in, and then said, ‘This
is for those who are not in a state of janibah. As for
those in a state of janidbah, they should not recite even
a verse.” ” (Ahmed)

¢+ Remaining in the masjid. ‘A 1shah (<&):

“The Messenger of Allih (%) came and [saw] that the
doors of the houses of his companions were faced
towards and opened into the masjid. He said, ‘Face
these houses away from the masjid.’ The Prophet (%)
entcred, and the people did not do anything in hope
that he would give them a concession in this regard.
He came out [again] and said, ‘Turn these houses
away from the masjid, for indced I do not permit the

masjid for a menstruating woman or one in a state of
janabah.” ” (Sahech 1bn Khuzaimah)
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Common Mistakes made in Performing
Ghusl

¢ After having sexual intercourse, some men do not perform
shus! nor do they instruct their wives to do so unless they ejacu-
late. 1t 1s obligatory upon them to perform ghusl, due to the say-

ing, of the Prophet (35)

“If he (the husband) positions himself between her legs
and arms and penetrates her, ghusl becomes obligatory,
whether he cjaculates or not.” (Muslim)

* Some people do not perform wudoo’ before sleeping after
having sexual intercourse if they choose to delay performing the
vhusl until morning . This is in opposition to the Prophet’s Sun-

nah. Ammar ibn Yasir (&) sad:

“The Messenger of Allih (3) gave the person in a state of
janibah a concession to perform wudoo’ like the one he
would for Prayer, if he wished to eat, drink or sleep.” (at-
Tirnudhi)

* Some people who awaken in a state of jandbah and do not
have enough tme 1o perform ghusl before the sun starts to nse
feel it necessary to perform tayammum and pray. This 1s imper-
missible. Sheikh Abdul-Azeez 1bn Baz, may Allah’s mercy be

upon him, was asked:
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I awoke in a state of janabah close 1o the time of sunnse, and if
I had performed ghusl, the sun would have risen. Should |
have performed tavammum or ghusl before | prayed?

He answered:

You must perform ghusl and complete your purification, and
then perform Prayer. It 1s not permissible for you to make ta-
vammum in this case. This 1s because a person who forgets a
Prayer or 1s asleep is required to hasten to perform it along
with all which 1s necessary for 1t to be performed as soon as he
wakes up or remembers it, due to the saying of the Prophet
()

“If someone oversleeps or forgets to perform a Prayer,

he must perform it when he remembers it, and there is

no other expiation for it except for that.”

It 1s well-known that Praver is not accepted without purificaton,
due to the saying of Prophet (¥):

“No Prayer is accepted without purification”

If water 1s accessible, one must use 1t for purificauon; otherwise,
he may perform tayammum. Alldh (3€) says:

“And (if) you find no water, perform tayammum with

clcan carth and wipe over your faces and hands [with

it]. Truly, Allah is Oft-Pardoning, Oft-Forgiving.”
[Surah An-Nisa® (4):43]

(Fatawa Islamiyyah, v.1, p.199)
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+ Some women become pure from postpartum bleeding be-
fore the clapse of forty days but refrain from performing ghusl,
praving, and fasting. In this regard, Sheikh Abdul-Azeez ibn Baz,
mav Allah’s mercy be upon him, said:

If 2 woman in her postpartum period stops bleeding before the
clapse of forty days, she must perform (ghusl) and start pray-
ing, as well as observe the fast in Ramadan. It is also permissi-
ble for her husband o have sexual intercourse with her, as is
unanimously agreed among scholars. There is no minimum
ume penod that a woman must experience postpartum bleed-
ing. (IF'aawa Islamiyyah, v.1 p.225) nitual

¢ Some men have sexual intescourse with their wives after
the clapse of their menstruation or postpartum bleeding before
she performs ghusl. Sheikh Abdul-Azeez ibn Baz was asked
about this and replied:

I laving sexual intercourse with one’s wife duning menstruauon

1s forbidden, due to the saying of Allah (36):

“They ask you concerning menstruation. Say: It is a
harmful thing, therefore, keep away from [intercourse
with] women during menscs. And do not have

intercourse with them till they are purified.”
|Surah al-Baqarah (2):222]

Whoever does so must seek forgiveness in Allah and tum to
flm in repentance, and he must give one dinaar or a half of
charity as expiation for [this offence]. Ahmad and other com-
pilers of the Sunan books reported of Ibn ‘Abbas (&) that the
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Prophet (35) said about the person who had sexual intercourse
with his wife duning menstruauon:

“Let him give one ditham or a half out of charity.”

He may donate cither of the two values.

It 15 also not allowed for him to have intercourse with his wife
before she performs ghusl after she has stopped bleeding, due
to the saying of Allah (3£):

“And do not have intercourse until they are purified
(from menses). And when they have purified
themselves, then go to them as Allih has ordained for
}.ou.”

[Surah al-Baqarah (2):222

Thus Allah has not allowed that one has intercourse with his
wife unul she stops bleeding and punfies herself by performing
ghusl. If one has sex with his wile before she performs ghusl,
he has commutted a sin and must pay expiation. I{ she happens
to conceive a child from having intercourse during her monthly
period or prior to taking a bath, it is not said that her child is

legiumnate, rather it 1s deemed legitimate. (Fatawa Islimiyyah,
v.1, p.218)

* Some people have the notion that 2 woman should not
lcave her house before her postpartum bleeding is over,
while the fact is that she, like any other woman, may go out if ne-
cessity calls. If she does not need 1o go our, it is better for all
women - (whether experiencing postpartum bleeding or not - to

keep 1o their houses. Allah (3%) says:



“And stay in your houses, and do not display your

sclves like that of the times of ignorance.”
[Surah al-Ahzab (33):33]

(Fatawa Islamiyyah, v.1, p.223)

¢ Somc women, whose monthly period is over, postpone
performing ghusl until the end of the time allotted for
Prayer. Sheikh Muhammad ibn ‘Uthaymeen, may Allah have

mercy upon him said:

Some women become pure during the time of one of the daily
Pravers, but postpone the ghusl to the next Prayer ume, on the
plea that the remaining time would not allow for her to com-
plete punfication. Such a plea is not acceptable, for she can
perform the minimum of what is required 1n ghusl and per-
form the Prayer in its stated ume. Then, at a later ime, she may
perform a complete purificaton. (The Natural Blood of
Women, p. 41)

* Some women, after completing their menses and perform-
ing ghusl, do not perform the Prayer they missed when their
menses started. Sheikh Muhammad ibn ‘Uthaymeen said:

If 2 woman starts to menstruate after the nme of a Praver has
begun, for example, half an hour afier the beginning of the
Dhuhr (noon) Prayer, when she stops bleeding and performs
ghusl, she must make up the specific Prayer she missed prior to

menstruaton. Allih says:
“Indced Prayer has been decreed upon the belicvers at
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specified times.”
[Surah an-Nisa“ (4):103)

(Fatawa al-Mar’ah, p.25)

* Some women, after purifying themsclves from menstrua-
tion, do not perform the Prayer which is incumbent at that
time, but rather they pertorm the next Prayer. Shekh Ibn
‘U'thaymeen savs in this regard:

If she becomes pure (from menses) and there 1s sull enough
ume for one rak‘ah before the ume the next Prayer begins, she
must perform the Praver during whose tume she was punfied

The Prophet (%) said:

“Whocver completes one rak‘ah of the ‘Asr (afternoon)
Prayer before sunset, [it is as if] he has [prayed] the
whole Prayer; it is considered has he has prayed within
its time.’ (al-Bukhan & Muslim)

Thus, if her penod is over duning the afternoon Prayer or be-
fore sunnise, and there 1s enough ume for her 1o catch one
rak‘ah before the sun sets [in the case of ‘Asr] or the sun rises
[in the case of FFajr), she must perform the ‘Asr Prayer or the
IFajr Prayer, respectively. (Fatawa al-Mar ah, p. 25)
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Tayammum

I'he tayammum s a purificauon that takes the place of wudoo®
ind ghusl due to a lack of water or other factors which may pre-
vent its use. Tavammum makes permussible for us the same acts
as does wudoo™ and ghusl, such as Praver, wouching the Qur’an,

and the like. Allah says:

“And if you are ill, or on a joumey, or onc of you
comes after answering the call of nature, or you have
had contact (sexual intercourse) with women, and you
find no water, then perform tavammum with clean
carth and wipe over your faces and hands [with it].
Truly, Allah is Oft-pardoning, Oft-forgiving.”
[Surah an-Nisa™ (4):43)
It 1s also something specific 1o the nauon of Muhammad (%)
The Prophet (%) said:

“I have been favored over the other prophets with six
things: I have been given ‘inclusive specch’, I have been
given victory through fear, war-booty has been made
permissible for me, the carth has been made pure for me
and a place of prayer, I have been granted all good
morals and manncrs, and I am the scal of the Prophets
(the final Prophet).” [Mushm)]

% Inclusive Speech: The abibity to relate many 1deas in a few words.
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Factors that Make Tayammum Permissible

* If onc cannot find water. Allah (3%) said:

“...then perform tayammum with clean carth.”
{Surah an-Nisa™ (4):43]

‘Imran ibn al-Hussain narrated:

“Allih’s Mecssenger (%) saw a man sitting alone not
performing the Prayer in congregation. He asked him, ‘O
so-and-so, what has prcvented you ({rom praying in
congregation?” He replied, ‘I am junub and 1 have no
water.” The Prophet (&) said: ‘You must use the carth
[and perform tayammum], for it is sufficient.” (al-Bukhan)

* In case water is harmful to the body, for example, if one 1s
wounded or il and fears that using water will delay healing or in-

crease the liness. Allah (36) sad:

“And if you arc ill, or on a journcy, or onc of you
comes after answering the call of nature, or you have
had contact (sexual intercourse) with women and you
find no water, then perform tayammum with clean

carth...”
[Surah an-Nisa’ (4):43]

Also, Jabir (<) satd:

“We set out on a journey, and one of us was wounded by

ad. [When he slept,] he had a wet

a stonc on his he
‘Do you scc any

dream, and so he asked his companions,
RG



concession for me to perform tayammum?’ They replied:
‘We do not sce any concession since you are able to use
water.’ Upon that, he took bath and died. When we came
back to Allih’s Messenger (%), he was informed of that.
He said: ‘They killed him! May Alih kill them! Why
didn't they ask if they didn’t know? Indced the only cure
for ignorance is to ask. It would have been enough for
him to perform tayammum, or bandage his wound, wipe
over the bandage and bathe the rest of his body.” (Abu
Dawud)

¢ If a person has water, but he needs it, in the present ume or
the near future for drinking, cooking, or mving drink to others. In
other words, if 1t will cause harm to him or others if it 1s used for
purnificaton, he should perform tayvammum and save the water
for drinking. When ‘Al (&) was asked about a person who be-
comes junub while on a journey and has httle water and fears that
he would become thirsty it he performed ghusl with 1, he replied:

“He should perform tayammum and not ghusl.”
¢ If the scarch for water will risk his life; honor or wealth,

for example, if there were an encmy or if that would expose him
to the danger of wild animals.

* In case the weather is extremely cold and he is not able to
heat the water, being almost sure that the use of cold water will
cause him harm. ‘Amr ibn al-‘Aas (4) said:
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“l had a wet dream in a very cold night during the
expedition of Dhat as-Salasil. I was afraid to risk my life
il I took a bath, so [ performed tayammum and led my
companions in Prayer. They told the Prophet (3) about
the incident, upon which he called me and asked, ‘O
‘Amt! Did you lead your companions in Prayer while you
were in state of janabah?’ I told him what prevented me
from taking a bath, saying, “I heard Allah (3) say:

“Do not kill yourselves. Verily Allih is All-Merciful
towards you.”
[Surah an-Nisa’(4):29)

Allih Messenger (%) laughed and did not comment upon
that.” (Mustadrak al- [Hakim)

The Prophet’s (3) silence upon an issue 15 2 sign of 1ts approval,

for he would never approve or keep silent upon something which

1s impcrmlssiblc.
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A Description of the Tayammum

It is allowed for a person to perform tayammum with anything
which 1s part of the surface of the canh, such as dust and its like.
Ile should first make the intenton that he 1s purifymg himsclf
from that parucular state of impunty [whether minor or major].
I1e should say *‘Bisnullah’ and strike the carth once with the palm
of his hand with lus fingers spread. ‘Then he should wipe his face
with his palms, and then wipe his hands up 10 the wnsts. In a
hadecth, a man approached ‘U'mar and said,

“l became junub and could not find water.” ‘Umar
replied, “Do not pray.” Upon that, ‘Ammar (&) said “Do
vou not remember O Ameer-ul-Mu 'mineen’’, when we
were upon an expedition and became junub and could
not find any water? You did not pray, while I rolled in the
dust and prayed, and the Prophct (%) said: ‘It was
enough for you to strike the carth with your two hands,

then blow [the dust], and then wipe your face and hands
with them.” ” (Muslim)

* Ameer-ul-Mu’mincen: Literally, the leader of the Believers. The tide given
to the Khaleefah, or leader of the Islimic state.
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Things that Invalidate Tayammum

* All things that invalidate wudoo’ similarly invalidate tayvam-

Munmn.

¢ Finding water (for those who have no water for wudoo ).

* WWhen the factors which prevent one from using water cease

o) exiIst.

Important Notes:

* 1f a person performs tavammum and prays, and then finds wa-
ter, or if the factors which prevented the use of water cease to
exist after completion of the Praver, it 1s not required for him to
repeat that Prayer even if there 1s sull ume. Abu Sa‘eed al-Khudn

sadd:

“Two men sct out on a journey. When the time for Prayer
came, they had no water, so they performed tayammum
and prayed. Later, they found water within that prayer
time, so one of performed wudoo® and repeated that
Prayer while the other did not. When they met Allah’s
Messcnger (%) and informed him of what had occutred,
he said to the one which did not repeat [the prayer], ‘You
have done the Sunnah, and your Prayer is valid,’ while he
said to the onc who perfomed wudoo® and repeated [the
Prayer], ‘You have a double reward.” ” (Mustadrak al-

I lakim)
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¢ If one finds water, or if the factors which prevented the usc of
water cease to exist while he is in the act of praying, his wudoo’
becomes invahd, and he 1s required 10 perform wudoo’. Abu
Dharr (4) came to the Prophet (35) while he was in a state of
janabah. The Prophet () called him to bring water, and he¢ con-
cealed himself and pcrformcd ghusl. 1]e then said 10 him,

“Clean carth is the wudoo’ fot a Muslim cven if he does
not find water for ten vears. But when he finds water, let
him wet his body, for that is what is better.” (Ahmad)

* A person who pertorms tavammum in a case of major states of
impunty - such as janabah, menstruauon, postpartum bleeding -
for some acceptable reason which jusufies tayammum 1s not re-
quired 1o repeat his Prayer. But upon (inding water, or when the
factors which prevented the use of water cease to exis, he must
perform ghusl to punfy lumsclf from this state of impurty. ‘Im-
rin 1bn al-Hussamn (&) narrated:

“Allih’s Messenger (¥) saw a man sitting alone not
performing the Prayer in congregation. He asked him, ‘O
so-and-so, what has prevented you from praying in
congregation?’ He replied, ‘I am junub and I have no
water.” The Prophet (%) said: ‘You must use the carth
[and perform tayammum]) for it is sufficient.” [‘Imran
then said] After they had found water, Allah’s Messcnger
(¥) gave the man a container of water and said: “Go and
pour it over yoursclf.” (al-Bukhan)
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Some Verdicts regarding Tayammum

Q. A person in hospnal is unable to use water for wudoo”, so he
performs tayammum by stnking the carpet with his hands. [s his
Prayer valid?

A. A patent 15 required to perform wudoo® for Prayer if he is
able; but if he is unable, he should perform tayammum with some
rype of earth which has dust, if it 1s available. If he is unable 10
ask somconc 10 bring that, he may perform tayammum wath the
ground, tiles or carpet which have dust on them. If they do not
have any dust on them, he may perform tayammum with any-
thing on the ground or connected to it. Allah (3£) says:

“So keep your duty to Allih and fear Him as much as

you can.”

[Surah al-Baqarah (2):2806]

Also,

“Allih does not charge a soul except its capacity.”
[Surah at-Taghabun (64):16]

(Islamic verdict by a group of scholars. p1/197)

Q. Once a person was performing wudoo ' as well as tavammum

due to a wound on his hand which he could not let water touch,

and he forgot to perform tayammum for the part he wus not

) . . e, i
washing and [instead, directly] performed Prayer. During h
Prayer, he remembered that he forgot, so he pcrformcd tayam-
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mum without interrupting his Prayer. What 1s the status of that
Prayer? Is it valid or invalid?

A. If someone has a wound on one of the parts which he must
wash in wudoo” and the wound can neither be washed nor wiped
with his wet hand because it will aggravate the wound or cause
delayed healing, then it 1s obligatory upon that person that he per-
form [wudoo’, and perform) tayammum [for the parts he can not
wash]. If a person performs wudoo” without washing the
wounded area and starts to pray, and then remembers during that
Praver that he has not performed 1avammum |for the unwashed
part], he 1s required to perform tavammum and repeat the Prayer
because that part of the Praver he performed before tayammum
was not valid. Since the opening takbeer” 15 included in the parts
of the Praver which are invalid, in reabty, he did not even start his
prayer. Purificauon 1s condiuon for the validity of Prayer, and
leaving a body part that 1s required 1o be washed 1n wudoo’
makes the whole wudoo™ invalid. This 1s due 10 the hadeeth
wherein the Prophet (38) saw a man who left an area that equal 1o

a ‘dirham’ untouched by water, and so he ordered him 1o repeat
his wudoo”.

Since 1t was impossible for the questioner 10 wash that specific
part with water or wipe over it, it was required of him to then do
its subsutute, which was tayammum, duc to the generality of
Allab’s (3£) saying:

“And if you are ill, or on a journey, or one of you
comes after answering the call of nature, or you have
had contact (sexual intercourse) with women and you
find no water, perform tayammum with clean carth

W Takbecer: Saving of “Allahu Akbar”.
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and wipe over your faces and hands [with it]. Truly,
Allah is Oft-pardoning, Oft-forgiving.”

[Surah an-Nisa~ (4):43)

Also, mn the story of the one whose head was inflicted with a
wound, Ibn Abbas narrated that the Prophet (%) said:

“If he had only washed his body and left his head where
hc was wounded.”

In Abu Dawud’s narrauon on the authonty of Jabir (), the
Prophet (%) said:

“It would have sufficed him to perform tayammum...”

Thus, if the person who this queston concerns has not already
repeated his Praver, then he must do so.” (Islamic verdict by a

group of scholars. p1/197)
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How to Purify a Sick Person™

* The general principle is that 1t s obligatory upon [all Muslims,
including] the ill to use water, so one should make wudoo” from
minor states of impurity and ghusl for major states of impurity.
But in case the ill is not able to use water due to his disability, or
out of fear of aggravation of the illness or pain, or out of fear of
delayed recovery, he should perform tayammum.

¢ If he is unable to purify himsell [with his own hands], another
person may help by washing the parts of wudoo™ or wiping the
parts of tayammum for him.

¢ [The general principle is tha] if one of the parts which must be
washed in wudoo” or ghusl is wounded, he should wash it with
water. But if washing that part with water would harm the
wound, he should wipe over it with his wet hands. 1f wiping
would also adversely affect the wound, he should [perform wu-
doo] and perform tayammum for the wounded area.

* If one of the parts that is required to be washed for wudoo” is
wrapped in a plaster, splint, or bandage, he should wipe over it
with his wet hands as a substitute for washing. He nced not per-
form tayammum since wiping replaces washing.

% Based on Al-Fatiwi al-Isimiyyah, p. 1/173-174, by Shaikh ibn ‘Uthaymeen.
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¢ [t 1s permussible for the one performing tayammum that he
does so upon a pure wall or anything else which has dust. But if
the wall is covered with some matenal other than one derived
from natural carth, such as paint, he may not use it for tayam-
mum unless 1t also has dust.

¢ [f onc 1s not able to perform tayammum by striking the ground,
wall or other dusty objects, there is no harm if one places earth in
a container or a ussuc and uses it for tayammum.

¢ If he performs tayammum for a given Prayer and remains in a
state of purification until the tme of the next Prayer arrives, he
may perform it without repeating tayammum, for he 1s sull in a
state of purification and has done nothing to invalidate it.

* The ill must clean all impurities from their body. If they are un-
able, they may perform Prayer in whatever state they are in. It s
considered valid, and they are not required to repeat the Prayer.

¢ e must wear pure clothes for Prayer. If his clothes become
soiled with impunties, he is required to clean or change them. l.f
he is unable, he may perform Prayer in the same clothes, and it 15
considered valid; he is not required to repeat the Prayer.

¢ A paticnt must perform Prayer on a place free from impunucs.
If the place becomes soiled with impunucs, he must wash ut, re-

place it, or he may spread something pure over it. I he 1s unable,
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he may perform Prayer in that place, and 1t is considered valid; he

is not required to repeat the Prayer.

¢ 1t 1s not permissible for the ill to delay a Prayer beyond its pre-
scnbed time if they are unable to punty themselves. Rather, they
should purify themselves as much as they are able and perform
the prescribed Prayer within its stated tume, even if there be some
impurities on thetr body or clothes which they are unable to re-

maove.

¢ A person suffening from inconunence of urine (enuresis) which
cannot be cured 1s required to perform a new wudoo” for each
Prayer after the commencement of its ume. He should also wash
all impunues on his body and assign a clean garment for Prayer if
it is not difficult for lum: otherwise, there 1s no harm. Allah said,

“And He has not laid upon you in the religion any
hardship.”

[Surah al-Hajj (22):78]

“Allah intends for you case, and He does not want to
make things difficult for you.”

[Surah al-Bagarah (2):183]
He should also take care that urine does not sprcad over his

clothes, body or place of prayer. (Shatkh ibn Baz, Al-Fatawa al-
Islamiyyah, v.1, p.173)
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